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which have two independently variable attributes, namely,
intensity and persistence; they may be low or high in
either scale independently of their position in the other.
Thirdly, a great factor of temper, also independently
variable, is the native susceptibility of conation to the
influences of pleasure and of pain. There are some men
whose desires and strivings seem to be very easily and
strongly influenced by pleasure and by pain. Pleasure
greatly strengthens, supports, and confirms their conative
tendencies ; and pain works powerfully in the opposite
way, strongly checking, depressing, and diverting their
strivings and desires. These are the people of whom we
say that they have very sensitive feelings. Some men, on
the other hand, are comparatively indifferent to pleasure
and to pain. They are not easily turned aside by pain,
nor strongly led on by pleasure. Their feelings are not
very sensitive, we say. It is impossible to know whether
this difference is more properly described by saying that
the strivings of men of the former class are more strongly
affected by a given degree of pleasure or of pain, or by the
statement that the pleasure and the pain they experience
are more acute, and therefore exert greater influence upon
conation. But that men do differ widely by native con-
stitution in this way seems clear ; and the differences are
no doubt most obvious in respect of the influence of bodily
pleasures and pains.

If it is true, as I suggest, that the conative endowment
of individuals varies in these three ways, in respect of
these three attributes, namely, intensity, persistence, and
affectability, we can, I think, explain all the varieties of
temper as being conjunctions of different degrees of these
three attributes. There will be eight well-marked types,
corresponding to the eight possible combinations: (i)
The most steadfast and confident temper is that which
results from the conjunction of high intensity and per-
sistency with low affectability. (2) The most fickle and
shallow temper results from the opposite conjunction,
namely, high affectability with low intensity and per-
sistence. (3) The conjunction of high affectability and
tugh intensity with low persistence gives a violent, unstable